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Jos. Surf. At present, it grieves me to say, I cannot; but, whenever I have the ability, you may depend upor^ hearing from me.
Sir Oliv. I am extremely sorry -
Jos. Surf. Not more than I, believe me; - to pity, without the power to relieve, is still more painful than to ask and be denied.
Sir Oliv. Kind sir, your most obedient humble servant.
Jos. Surf. You leave me deeply affected, Mr Stanley. William, be ready to open the door.
Sir Oliv. O, dear sir, no ceremony.
Jos. Surf. Your very obedient.
Sir Oliv. Your most obsequious.
Jos. Surf. You may depend upon hearing from me, whenever I can be of service.
Sir Oliv. Sweet sir, you are too good.
Jos. Surf. In the meantime I wish you health and spirits.
Sir Oliv. Your ever grateful and perpetual humble servant.
Jos. Surf. Sir, yours as sincerely.
Sir Oliv. Charles! - you are my heir.           [Aside. Exit.
Jos. Surf. This is one bad effect of a good character; it invites application from the unfortunate, and there needs no small degree of address to gain the reputation of benevolence without incurring the expense. The silver ore of pure charity is an expensive article in the catalogue of a man's good qualities; whereas the sentimental French plate I use instead of it makes just as good a show, and pays no tax.
Enter ROWLEY
Row. Mr Surface, your servant: I was apprehensive of interrupting you, though my business demands immediate attention, as this note will inform you.
Jos. Surf. Always happy to see Mr -Rowley. - How! -[Reads the letter.] Oliver Surface! - My uncle arrived^
Row. He is, indeed: we have just parted - quite wel$